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Tfrre JHHslory of the "Year Told

fin Periods.

W THE G.A.E,

GHoriotxs Who Have
(to itJlie

tlio full tost of the address

of "Son. S.S, Burflott, :

Oomiuihw: Our last gathering place wbb upon
tho slioras of thut ocean across whose Leaving
broMJUhows yctglonmB the wnkoof the Mayflower,
of Immortal nume, which brought through stormy
eons toutt inhospitable const tho seed of nion. and
of tfirtlii nnd purpose, whoso antithesis armed for
fight under the flag of the rebellion, und whoso
liijfli noon of fruition enmo at Appomattox. "We

purtool; of the hospitality of n people who romnin
within call of the " manor hollo, of tho Pilgrim
Estate; wo wtiro glad ill tlic presence of tho daugh-

ters of a nice who rooked the cradles out of whioh
have stopped that throng of Godfearing and

men whose peaceful arms liavo within
tho compass of little more than
u oontiuuntBt wilderness, and within it hct up the
poorlobs Nntion whoho citizens wc are.

Throadlng a conlinont in our this year's march,
wo piloh the touts of the 20th National llncamp-mon- l

on this our further shore, salute the glory of
tho mountains whioh to our fathers were nnmolesa
shadows in n foroign land, and hear with gladness
Die music of the wnvos whioh sing our anthem
where yesterday the starry flag vas but a strange
device. Jt has been the lot of tine Grand Army to
compass the land it helped to save. Our feet, whilbt
yet "shod with the lightnings of war," knew by
toilsome march the highways nnd byways of the
South ; our peaceful progress has led by plouMint
paths to the castoru shore, to tho northern border,
through the loyal cantor to the mountain elope,
and now at length beside the ' peaceful seas," hav-Ingue- on

of all its graitnesi, whilst yetour strength
remains, with united voice wc salute ngnin our
dear country, and bless the God of the fathers that
it was bib good pleasure to privilege us to eland in
thelMitllo for it unity, nnd to preserve bo many of
us to'be partitkars of its later glories.

KIM'OltTS.

I commend to you the careful poruaal of the re-

ports or tho staff officers. Tltoy exhibit in detail
the state of all the principal business and other
coiioorns of tho Grand Army, and will evidence the
fnftUVtrinottS with wbiah you huvo beou borvod.
2sTol oeenuKC it is mutter of ountoui or courtesy, but
booHUcIuiu sensible of the obligations I am

take pleaburcin referring speolnlly
to the faithful and efficient labors of the Adjutant,
the Quartermaster, the Inspector, und tho

und the Assistant Adjutant--
Gontmil. The volume of business transuded A

through National Headquarters lias boon vury
great, far greater than in any preceding year; the
burden of it has fallen on thum. 1 may bay with
ome dorec of pride, nnd in justice lo thum, thut

tho ntaords of their cilices will be found in so good
condition on to lighten the burdens of tbolr suo--
COfceOrB,

MBMBRnKUir.

Thre wore, bh reported by my predecessor, on
thoSlst day ofIurolt. 1J5. 38 Departments, 5,026
Posts, and 20CTOH member. On March 81, 1S8.
thooftloM returns showod 33 Departments, 5,?u5
Post, and a mumborshin in good standing of 255.-28- 7.

tlthts tan net gain during the year of 730 Posts
nnd,Weomrad(!H. Distinguishing between those
aotuHttj' suspended for non-payme- nt of due, and
the aggregate membership of Posts noted as sus-xjn- dJ

fur failure to bund iu their rejwrUi, (as our
yloni of rolui h now ouablcs Ub to do, nnfl count-

ing ati 1m tjuud Maudmg in delmcjuonl 1'onlH the
hum I xir fni Hppmriug vy their liut return, gives a
mtHbofwhm on Wureli $1 lal of W.)?57.

5110 Hiiuibur of eumrados remaining members of
tle OmtMi Army of the Kepubhc in 826,406. Tliore
io NbtindMitt rain fur oongrutuUttKin to be found
in Uict'KUiuk- - 'llic time hiume hun the bingic
oaiib C Hm: rtomIi g wetgtit of yours suflloiorttly
oxmxmti many thousands of our eomraaus front
bmilntig wwr nbbouwttou. yet out of the diinliilxhad
ati mnvAmy dimititslung numlwrof oturadcs
oHKfbte tor ranks, we KUtliMwd in by mustor
alone jlutwig the liu-- t yoitr a new mnibtvriitp of
tilM. Wife tt a greater tiuialxir litnu oonutUuted
our vAotv mwiiborohip up to und at tho otoae of
thoyiMirlKa.

fumwrnnnn kvx vxovvim mismjjbrs.
tri prMiiQiH proKOirtad by the large number of

connaciw jtjported us tsuniKinded or drojiped calls
forwmnobol ulion.

(UfWttrtbe hwd of suHKudod the Adjulant-Gon-(MTtt- u

tnvo.f jrto4 :
Meroli U,

J p5w m...I44 JUS
J WiO MfMHMfJ I ,,! 4 V

tTti OHUsas Ittuding to Ukt nnwolooine Kale offats are vjirtwus. Uiidoubtotly thore are Home who
jom our raiikb looking fur immeduao and puroiy
MHUxttd mid boliish bonoftts, andvhw. 11 riding tlietr
ojmmMhUou blow of roaliallou, prn(Mrly and
imluraHy fall out. 'Jliore are olhuru who, ho kooii
bM'tltc iwvolty of Ihoir oxjienonoiiH have worn oil",
luiiM! into irolo.nowi, und for lit ok of a Jlltlc
"i1iflwbK " by thou nou-oartH-- iMjoirude are
lost lu ; but there arc otlifTH wiiobe falling away
is of uiim grave coiiconi. home there are fuithful
of jtHtepwfcti am4 warm in tbor uilegtance to our
Oamt. to wltwiii the mnall bum rtKutrod for pay
niwKof (Hinuul dues tb yot a burdon. It reproMMiU

iMMh rf MfK-doiHa- i. or of dmitaihhod oomfurtfr nemo d)Hnduul one. Ulutn, agum. the summit
of Mr bus bwm roavliod i u till, Mid oomo arc fur
down the westward alupv. 'J'o those nlUmdaticc
uHHt our iiiwiUiik and utum our other duties bus
omm tIa burdtfii K loMger ttWe to rniiort for
wMvo uvy, mid, ltnding no piaw providod by our
nfuuu iur iiuiioraoiu rMuroiMWii, noi wiUiiHil a
xnmr tit rwrat. no doubt. Uiey tHtiriM- - the neoountto

i Mmo4 U ttie ojHmulon A om lmrh rule under
lie imwftor MrteriM-ftMUot- i 'Jlie nituutioii bus oomo
tafeetfcts: )rttntti hk
for ptM-fWM- of Ih-i- u toward qhcIi other, wc
im wtU4H
ns tmu Jave wr sooiety h caubOMwIiieb should
call 4nuHoMvc play the duty of wiarity in its larger
fM U rUM we btand pledto4 lite faot is tbal
lwUmM Army of the JUruls
Mi UwttjUMi upon the idun of soiotiua Mliose

utMUHC-Tntli- e ovor widening stroam of new-bor- n

mm. It rtrtiuHtujM. rojoioing iu the day of theirow rw&IU rtut not uuk but we are faw
Utfmvc wtU. rte faet ttat ibe fHuituiu had ounhod to
rwrc4iur muflton tMguii.atid Uiut lite auimof a.qWMUvsftt etttp have dmi.k of the vunrs ofioiwIvih UMtli iibdlinW4 llww adummshas m
(to hmn a ae mkniihA wmac 1 hold to the iiMriol-;!- )

f 4i r ttrnud Army Ms an ImttHuthm. 1
dwtbHi wltvn n lunt muMor hlwiiiliavc

imm iMwvmtea. ami an tin doom ni its JVt atox-of,lw- il

the tttMlwn( huliuoi ti jHariutisiii our world(ha'KMwii will buvc eoat,ud i bo. I urn tlicroforu
oliMM iat W hi our duty now to bKn tin taking of
eUrjwtu the end thut the Irndtceof our Order may
1w iwwfutt worn to the lulust itosslblc hour. TheiwMnslM this subjftot has roeo4vd in many of
it)H iiNHtmiitii during the pabt yosr indMatus
UtMt It 4b ne lying neai to Hie heart of comrades
Mil ttml the time is rtpr for autton. I submit thatyour ltulos nnd Itogutattous uugiitto be amuuded.

itutomd ui comrade in arraara for duos being
eummarity diomod at a fMHflc poriod by more
IfHUa of llic law ilsolf. thairc should be noticeflu mnm Port and 4lue action bad ; and before thetflltaf nut of dromiiug Is uonsumiHated thoro shouldngisfHlH' uotlwin tiiMMi Poot, a ii1oa A warning.

mi tliPii formal notion by ballot on ouoh caw at arojmhir miitig.
Jtjil 1 thiMk lhalthetimc lmsurrivod wlion wc may

well wn,ldor wheUior our mlos should not provide
ome-iiMio- r altornativo than the nbvrtute sovoranccof rointious wJth the Order on failure of pnyment

'Of UltVS.

iJV,1"'. ,s ,,ow l,!re '1n that dues mayfor " .....reason .tnirtiro.u ...i.
but tlis iuadiunoy of this provision U ttpparn. I I
commwirt t your cotibldoraUim thenslltutng In connection villi
'Hat ill it if you nleaou roll of honor, upon whichtho posts mnyphioo their veteran members, re- -
llOVilli'Ulieitl olllin tllivilimit i.r,l.. I .r .,

tbcm the right of Lu

tendance at Post meetings, of participating in nnd
enjoyment of the honors and benefits incident to
our association, and testifying our full comradeship
by continuing to them the right of participating in
the election of new members and in the decision
of all questions relative to tho stauding of com-
rades.

First in tho trinity of our alms wo name " Fra-
ternity ," I am making a crude suggestion only,
but I am nBkingyon out of your greater wisdom to
fashion some plan thatshall enable us, having once
grasMjd tho hand of a worthy comrade, to hold it
in friendly embrace until in God's good timo wo
must cross it on his own breast in token of the
final peace.

FINANCES.

The account current of tho
shows balance of cubh on hand June 710. 18S6.

S28,6f).0fl. Tliore was on hand June 20. 185.S12,-000.4- 6.

The net receipts for the year are therefore
S11.857.CS.

The presence of this very considerable surplus
fund, and tho stability and prenent certainty of our
sources of revenue, raihos two important quotations:

1. Should we out off or limit some or any of, tho
chargos out of which our income is derived?

2. What Hliall be done with present nnd futuro
accumulations to insure their safety and gel from
thum Mime interest return ?

Upon the llrht question your nttontlon is invited
to the rcoommviidtition of the

that the price of the membership badge be re-
duced to 35 conts, which, on the bans of last year's
ihsuo, would etleot a tmving to Departments of

3,500, and would to that extent curtail our revenue.
Jl is my judgment that wo may hafoly make this

reduction, and that it should be done; but in every
question of this character it is always to be borne
in mind that wc arc on the high level now; that
our direction is fixed; that beyond und in our path
is the declivity, and we ought to have in mind pro-
vision for that day when only a few will contribute
to tho funds, but when, as we hope and believe, the
fading few will still nsMiuiblo in National Encamp-
ment and find in their own funds the means to do
so until the end comes.

The becond question was dealt with by the last
National JCuoampment, so far as the surplus then
reported was concerned, but without result.

Tho incoming Commauder-in.Cliic- f and Council
of Administration were authorized to invest $10,000
of the amount thou on hand in mortgages on real
estate worth not lcis than three times the amount
thus loaned, ''exclusively of any improvements
thereon." At the meeting of the Exccutivo Com-
mittee of the Council, held Nov. 19. 1S85, the mat-t- or

was carefully considered, and it was determined
that under the restrictions unnoscd it would be im
possible to Hafely place the funds. In view of the
fact thnt wc are not nn incorporated society, that
wc could enforce no remedy against a delinquent
borrower except through some cumbersome and
uncertain system of trusteeship, with great defer-
ence to your better judgment, 1 think it my duty
to suggest that, as safety is much the more to be
regarded than the mere matter of interest, the
bonds or the United btatcs are tho best security
known to the business world.

CnAElTY AND BELIEF FUN1J.

Tho report of the Adjutant-Gener- al allows
amount expended for charity liur tho year to be

176,259.87, but the report of tho Insjicctor-Guncr- al

shows an expenditure under this head, for the same
period by but 4,916 Posts out of the 5,765 now in
existence, of 205,673.90, and as remaining in the
relief fund$301,012.76. I refer to these ligures both
for congratulation and complaint congratulation
in that our groat principes of fraternity nnd
charity still have cxemplilicution, and complaint
that the proper officers of many of the Posts fail to
make due record nnd report on this head. This
neglect is nn injustice to their Posts and to the
whole fraternity, now and for the future. The ex-
planation of the much bmallersum reported by the
Adjutant-Genera- l, muht be that the Inspector, be-
ing present in the Posts by his Assistant, found the
facts he reports, whilst Post officers carelessly
omitted them from their returns.

DKrAltTMnNTS.
Except in one instance there is nothing in tho

condition of tho Departments which requites
special remark. Unfortunately, and, as wc shall
most of ub agree, unwibcly, certain alleged delin-
quencies occurring in the Department of New York
were made the subject of geuoral newspaper nllc-gati- on

nnd surmise. The specific allegations con-
cerned the funds and were calculated to seriously
imjiuir tbejiro'perity of that great Department and
our good name .beyond itn borders. Under thoic
oiicumstanoes it seemed to me to be the part of
wisdom to order special inspection of the

records, per-
formed that duty Jn person thoroughly and con-
scientious!'. It is not proiKjr that I express any
opinion or now give publicity to that part of his
report which deals witli past delinquencies; they
have lwen made the subject of projer charges and
specification, and will Iks brought to trial in due
time. But it is Just to us all that I say that the re-
port finds thnt, under the present administration.
known faults have been corrected, cystcm nnd
economy introduced, nnd that confidence ought to
be restored, nnd prosperity again abound.

1SADQHS.

Tills is it subject to whioh attention of a Fprcial
kind has beau called in the reports of your retiring
CoinmnndeT-iu-Cbio- f on more than one occasion.
At the IStii uuuual Hussion your attention was
called to certain allegations involving the integrity
oi me inauuiaoturc oi llic badges tlien In use, and
to iuuendocs In oonucotion therewith involving not
only the good name of the then national officers of
the Grand Army of the Republic, but that of their
prodooubsorb for many j cars. The author of these
slanders was not tingled out by name, but he was
dcbaribed us one m ho had bought the contract for
tho manufacture of badges and ns the editor of a
palter professedly published in the interest of the
Grand Army. Iu view of thusc charges, or rather
of the fact tlial thi-- y had found their way into
reputable nowMtapers, the Executive Committee of
the Council of Administration made u thorough
exammatin into the whole matter. Their report,
covering the whole history of the question, left no
room for doubt that you had been served with
faithfulness and fidelity in that regard, and that the
charges made had no bettor foundation than the
interested malice of their author.

My predecessor, in his address at Portland, in-vit- od

attention to the large i evenue derived from
tho bale of badges, which by bo much prevented
the inornate of the jnsr capita tax; to the just pride
a comrade should fuel in wearing a b.idgc manu-
factured from captured cannon, und recalled to the
attention of ml "the resolution of tho lbth Na-
tional Encampment, cfpcoiully prohibiting com
rades from wearing any other membcrbhlp budge
than thnt supplied by National Headquarters."

The committee to whom this address wait re-
ferred reported upon the subject that" unless made
of oapUirod robot cannon a badge is a lie, and the
Post offiew or other comrade who procure them
from any other sou roe than through National Head-
quarter murils court-marti- aud prompt dismissal.

In tins connection it is recommended that
during the coining year the Commiindci
be requoNted to give this matter his individual
uttoutloH. to the ond that the manufacture of spuri-
ous badges be slopped, und that the parties now
engnged iu obtaining money under false pretenses
by Uiwr alo be properly dealt with underthelaw";
and the following resolution won reported and
adopted :

"JlevAixU. That the Coinmundcr-ln-Chio- f be re-
quested to obeurtain Mho are manufacturers und
beHors of usurious badges, and to take buch stops to
secure the suppression of the bame us ho may deem
projHir."

Under this mandate I proceeded to the discharge
of the duty involved. Examination disclosed that
thr paUiiiloblKiucd unontlic deaden of the budirciti
J WW oxmicd by MmituUon on the 28th day of

1876. There was no machinery of tho law,
tharefore, that could be invoked in my aid. Hut,
ooiibidurtng that without the active aid or conniv-
ance at Uuixt of a oonsidurable number of the ofll-co- rs

and members of thojTuran4 Army, no outside
manufacturer could proiftabiy prosecute tho busi-
ness, and. iK'Jteving that there could not Ins found
within the momlrarship of our Posts a comrade so
lost to honor or gruedy of spoil as to persist, after
duo notice of tho wilt of hU oomrades in the mat-
ter. In defrauding their funds, and in mocking
their faith and just pride, by Imposition them, iu
itlacc of a genuine badge, what the Encampment
bad anlly described as a he, under date of bept. 14,
18S. 1 issued Giinora! Ordoi, No. 6, current series.
in winou. wiinoui note or comment,! set out at
huge the resolution of the 17th (Denver) National
Kiionmpmuut and tbcrojxjiiof tho committee on
the address of Commander-in-Chie- f Kotintz ul
Purtiuud. above alluded to, which I did not doubt
would aJFoetually compos your purposes. My
attention was boon after directed to the October
iiMiunor or llic Urund Army tjozeUc and national
Uimrtitmun, so called, willed and published by J.
A. Joel, at 82 and 84 Nusmiu street. New York, inwjiloh. under tho heading of "Another Waslo-liask- ut

Order." he revived the slanders denounced
at Minneapolis, declared his pu.poso to manufac-
ture and bell " badges guaranteed to contain cap-
tured cannon metal," and ch.aractcrir.cd the action
of the two National Encampments omlwdied in tho
Order as " the style of an uulocrat."

He declared the price too high, and, referring to
the faot that the patent on the design in uso hail
expired, denied the right of the Grand Army,through lis laws or otherwise, to control the action
of JU membership on the matter of ealo or purchase
of badges.

Tlio aruclc concluded with a deliberate fulao at-
tempt to discredit the authenticity of the action ofthe National Encampment as published iu the order
referred to.

Advlhod now that a campaSgu against your funds.
National, Departmental, nid Post, as well against
the honor of the whole great fraternity Involved In
its pledge no to the material ofwhich its insignia of
lienor is ooinposeu. was tuny determined ujnm. Iagain addressed the Grand Army on the subject,
through Headquarters' Circular, No. 2, and through
the medium of letters to the Department Command-
ers Invoked their personal aid. J several succeed-ing numbers of the journal referred to the determi-
nation to continue tlio sole of the spurious articlewas asserted by its editor, and Uta W!nruiin -
iterated that hia iaiuiufctw eoelftined captured J
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cannon metal, and tho fact that tho property rights
of his comrades in tho badge were no longer pro-
tected by a patent, was reasserted as his justillcaiion
for invading them.

If but one of the genuino badges issued from
Headquarters were dropped into the melting pot,
nn assertion that its issue contained "captured
cannon metal" would be true in form, but would
remain a falso pretense in fact. Howevcr.onc notn
member of the Grand Army undertaking to manu-
facture our badge might, if pressed to desist, fall
back on our want of protection by patent; for a
member of the Grand Army, bound to duty to his
comrades by tho pledge of his honor, to so shelter
himself is but to resurrect the rejected pica of Shy-loc- k:

" It is not so nomiuatcd iu the bond." I am
happy to say that my efforts to discharge this duty
wcro seconded by my comrades, tho Department
Commander, almost unanimously, with great
heartiness', and that close bcruliny nnd comparison
of tho legitimate demands of the year with tho
actual issue from National Headquarters, indicate
Unit but few of the spurious badges found their
way into the ranks.

Under the circumstances it is just that Ibhould
say that from no reputable source, and indeed from
no source whatever, save only that to which I havo
already alluded, has nny complaint or even criti-
cism reached Headquarters with respect to any
matter connected with the manufacture or supply
ofbudges, or theircostor material. That you havo
been served in this respect with absolute tidclity I
liave no doubt.

The number of badges issued during tho year is
GG.C9J. I found on assuming office that there was
an outstanding badge contract properly entered
into by my predecessor, under which there re-

mained for delivery 00,760. The balanco of tho
year's supply has been furnished by tho manufac-
turer at the last contrnct prico of 27 cents each.
There is now no outstanding contract.

Of the 12 bronze guns obtained from the New
York Arsenal in August, 16S1, six, weighing 5.230
pounds, nro yet on hand. There is, in addition,
upwards of 2,000 pounds of this gun metal, which
lias been reduced to tne I oral oi pigs.
OMITTED COUPS MAItKS, NEW DESIQNB, PAT

ENTED.

The subject of corps marks omitted from the
group of emblems on the revcrso of the shir of tho
badge was before tho last Encampment on a reso-
lution reciting that the Castle, the emblem of the
Engineer Corps, had been omitted therefrom; and
in a resolution coming iu from the Department of
Nebraska, asking, on behalf of memler8 of tho
Thirteenth Corps residing in that State, that the
National Encampment adopt for it a badge after a
form suggested. It seems that no badge or emblem
was ever adopted for that corps. Tho whole sub-
ject was referred to tho Council of Administration
with power to act, tTion consideration of the
questions the Executive Committee declined to
take action on the last-nam- matter.

It seemed to the committee thnt such action
would bo without adequate authority; that no
action it or tho National Encampment could take
would be anywhere binding, nnd that subject whs
therefore referred back to this body. The com-
mittee found further inducement for this action on
learning thnt at a meeting of members of this corps
at Chicago, in 1666, action had been taken, and n
form of badge recommended different from that
selected by the Nebraska comrades.

Upon the other subject, " the emblem of the En-
gineer Corns." it was found that tho authorized
form of the emblem, as promulgated by the War
Department, was not the castle alone, but the castle
iu combination with the crossed oars and anchor,
and that in this form it wajj in its proper place in
the group of emblems.

But cxamiuution disclosed that three of tho au-
thorized eorj s marks, viz., Hancock's First Corps,
Vet. Vols., and Sheridan's and Wilson's Cavalry
Corps, were omitted. It seemed to the committee
that these ought to be added, and especially so as
their addition would, by change of design, admit
or a patent being oulntncd lor luturo protection.

Comrade Davison, the manufacturer of our
badges, took charge of the matter, obtained, and
holds the patent. He lias also, with the concur-
rence of National Headquarters, in order to your
further protection, secured a design patent upon
the upper part of the badge by adding to its reverse
aide a suitable design.

These patents are at the service of the National
Encampment. I strongly recommend that you, by
formal resolution, adopt the designs they cover.
They do not change the general form of the badge
as now prescribed; they simply add certain details
properly belonging upou it. nnd will serve for ydtie
future protection against nny Sliylock to whom the
law of honor is without preventive force.

OFFICIAL DECISIONS.

I have approved, adopted, and promulgated aa
my decisions the opinion of the Judge Advocate-Gener- al

in the IB cases of which the following is
an abstract:

No. 1. A. comrade is not subject to suspension be-
cause of non-payme- nt of so-call- dues to a Re-
lief Fund established by a HyI,nw of his Po-d- .

Such a pnyment is wholly n matter of individual
conscience nnd patriotism.

No. 2. A member of the National Encampment,
a Past Department Commander, can only be tried
by court-marti- al convened by order of tho Comma-

nder-in-Chief. (Sec 3, Art. 6, Cliap. 5.)
No. 3. In this case a comrade was dropped from

the rolls by vote of the Post, on the cround that ho
was ineligible, nnd should lvot have been mustered
in. Held, that a Post cannot properly drop a mem-
ber from its rolls who appears in good stauding
until the contrary is shown after proper and legal
proceedings, ns provided by tho Rules and Regula-
tions.

No. 4. Any comrade against whom no charges
exist, and who has paid his dues, may d,

orally or in writing, at a meeting of his
Post, a transfer card; and a failure on the part of
the officers of the Post to perform their duty and
issue suuh transfer card could not 0erntc to defeat
a comrade's transfer to another newly-organiz- ed

Post, to which (in the case in question) a comrade
was admitted by the Department Commander, who
possessed full knowledge of all the facts in the
case.

No. 5. The resignation of a Post Commander does
not operate to make a vacancy until his successor
has been elected and actuutly qualified; conse-
quently. It is proper for tho officer so resigning lo
preside at any meeting of his l'ost until Ills suc-
cessor is bo elected nnd qualified.

No. 6. There is no territorial limitation upon the
power of the Commandcrdii-Chlc- f to authorize tlio
organization of Posts of the Grand Army of tho
Republic. He may sanction their organization
within a foreign country, nnd attach them to any
ioparunc!it unaer nis jurisdiction.

No. 7. In this case an applicant is reported ns
having " borne arms" (in the enlarged sense of the
term) in the service of the Confederacy while lie
was a hlave. He afterward enlisted in and was
honorably d inch urged from the Union army. Held
that the applicant must have the benefit of the fact
that as a slave he was stripped of the power ami
exercise of volition, and hence is relieved from tho
consequences of an act which was not his, but that
of his master. He is therefore eligible.

No. 8. It Is not fraud in any necessary sense
for a comrade to have enlisted under an assumed
name. If ho received an honorable discharge, he
is eligible. A Post ndmitting huch comrade witli n
full knowledge of the facts, conveyed by Iris own
statement, is estopped from denying the vnlldity of
Ills mustcr-in-.

No. 9. Whenever anything is to be done or re-
fused by tho action of tho Post, by approval of the
Post or by order of the Post, or any terms of simi-
lar import, tho term "Post" in that connection
means a legal l'ost meeting, where a mujorily of
those present and voting fa constitutional quorum
being actually iu session) have voted in favor of or
against a proposition, whatever it may be.

No. 10. Comrades cannot be dropped because of
non-payme- nt of dues other than those prescribed
by Sec. 3, Art. 3, Chap. 5, of the Rules and Regula-
tions. A Post may appeal from and revcrso tho
decision of Jls Commander, as well upon n question
relative to the Rules and Regulations us upon
questions arising upon the proper construction of
tho By-La- ws of the Post.

A Post Commander may refuse to entertain n
motion, believing it to lc out of order, but an np- -
peiu win Jiuiroui nis uccision.

No. 11. "A" was regularly elected l'ost Com
mander, but bis Post set tho election aside, and
thereupon elected "B," who was installed nnd
served to the end of tlio term. The action of the
Post in setting aside As election was erroneous,
but under the rule de ado B Is n Past Post Com-tnsnd- cr

nnd entitled to tho honors incident thereto.
No. 12. A refusal to permit a comrade to intro-

duce testimony tending to prove a negative of tho
principul charges and specifications upon which ho
was court-martial- is a fatal error, which cannot
lie cured, nnd the decision of the court in such case,
if adverse to the accused, should Ikj reversed.

No. 13. A Past l'ost Commander was tried by
court-murli- al upon unsigned cliargesand specifica-
tions. Held that the court-marti- al should have
been convened byotdcrof the Department Com.
mandcr; that no objection being uken nt time of
trial to the informality of the charges and specifica-
tions, tho defendant Is estopped from objecting
after the trial is concluded. Jn this case, however,
the defendant was not served with a copy of the
charges and specifications, and it was accordingly
held that all proceedings connected with tho trial
were void.

No, 14. An officer who wns by order of tho Presi-
dent dishonorably dismissed from the army, and
whose disability to re-cut- oj the army because of
such order was remo,ed by subsequent order, is
eligible to membership In tho Grand Army of the
ItcpsUlc.

No. 15. A trial aim CCT:ri?'.n by court-marti- al of
a comrade, however unworthy he may be, without
notice or without direct testimony proving or tend-
ing to tirovo tho charges and specification, Is
wholly illegal and void.

No. 16. Tho suicnsIon of a Post does not throw
out of membership iu the G.A.R. the comrades of
such Post, nnd they, being members, are entitled lo
all the office und honors previously earned. If any
one of such members Is a Delegate to the National
Encampment, member of the Counell of Adtn'nla-trallo- n,

or Past Department Commander, he Is still
eligible to occupy such position, notwithstanding
the suspettfcion of his Post.

No. 17. A soldier was honorably discharged, for

promotion, was commissioned and mustered and
subsequently dismissed, again (third
time,) and after serving liis term was honorably
discharged. Held, that because of lib final honor-
able discharge lie is eligible to membership.

No. 18. A Past Post Commander applied for nnd
received nn honorable discharge from tho Grand
Army of the Republic Hosubscqucntlyre-entcrc- d

tho G.A.R. in another Post nnd claimed the right
to sit in the Department Encampment aa P. P. C.
of the Post from which ho received his discharge.
Jleld, that ho was not entitled to tho honors nnd
privileges of a Past Post Commander. (Note. See
Opinion No. 91, Dec. 5, 1678, p. 123, Opinions of
G.A.IU

No. 19. A special order of tho President of tho
United Stated, directing that an officer who has been
dishonorably dimiscd from the service of tho
United States shall. nKn the receipt of a new com-
mission from the Governor of the Stato from which
his regiment came, Ikj again muulcred into servico
nnd mustered out with his regiment, cures the dis-
ability resulting from the officer's dismissal, not-
withstanding the fact that before tho new commis
sion arrived the regiment was mustered out.

No. 20. A Department Encampment not being
in session, nn appeal from an original act of tho
Department Commander, or Department Council
of Administration, may be made direct to the Comma-

nder-in-Chief.

The following opinions were rendered without
reference to the Judge Advocate General:

Tho Woman's Relief Corps, though nuxiliary to
the Grand Army of the Republic, is yet a dbtinct
nnd independent organization, nnd not subject to
the control of nny Department or Post. Any at-

tempt by n Post to exercise affirmative iurisdiction
over a Corps is without nuthority. Advisory action
is tho limit of both duly nnd nuthority.

A Post may instruct its Quartermaster to collect
the dues of the Post in any proper manner which
may be deemed necessary for tne best interest of
tho Post.

A Department Commander may, with tho advice
and consent of the Council of Administration, an-

nul the chnrtcr of a Post. (Sec. 4, Art. 1, Chap. 5,
Rules and Regulations.)

The subject of Opinion No. 6 requires remark.
Suggestions from several sources entitled to respect
were mado to Jleadqunrtera in tho interest of com-
rades residing in the Dominion of Canada, who dc-plr- ed

the organization of Posts of tho Grand Army
within that jurisdiction.

Upon examination of onr law on the general sub-
ject, notwithstanding tho precedent already set
within the territory of the King of the Sandwich
Islands, by the establishment of a Post nt Hono-
lulu, I wns not clear that the authority was suffi-
cient. It also seemed to me thnt n crave question
of policy was Involved. The question of authority
I submitted to tho better judgment of tho Judge-Advoca- te

General. His affirmative opinion I ac-
cept as resolving nil doubts in thnt respect, but tho
question of policy remains unsolved.

I have taken no action, believing the matter to bo
of sufficiently grave import to entitle you to make
the decision.

There Is no country, save our own. within which
n disbanded army yet strong enough for conquest
could Ite permitted lo band itself together to meet
in secret conclave, nnd to pledge obedience to its
own laws. Whether the organization in a foreign
country of an integral pat of such a force to meet
under, nnd to pledge undying fealty to, the Hug
and Government of another people might not bio

mlf understood, and excite suspicion, Jealousy, nnd
even hostility, seems to me worthy of considera-
tion. I commend to yon the suggestion of tho
Judgo Advocate-Genera- l, that a committee bo
raised to prepare a simple code for the conduct of
court-marti- al proceedings.

Iu the absence of such a code resort is had for
guidance lo the analogies of the regular military
tribunals, and since for our purposes there is no
right of compulsion, either as to those detailed for
service on our courts or in the matter of the at
tendance of witnesses, it Is easy to promote delay,
cxinse, and tho failure of Justice. I venture one
specific sugiipstion: instead of, as now, a court
consisting of not less than five or more than nine,
it would promote economy of both time and
money, nnd, I believe, not endanger justice, to re-
duce the number to not less than three nor more
than five.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

I havo made 20 official visits during the year. I
regret, very much more than I can express, that It. . . . , ,- -!was ame wiwMmmjVitm I Ibegan my administration; to bo nrnon 9 I - - . ... -" thH ivlllradrs of every one of our Departments. The fact
tual many oi tliem lield ineir anriunl baicampments
on the same day hindered nip iu some cases, and in
others, where 1 had agreed to be present, that first
duty we owe lo our household when sickness assails
those especially dear, was the sufficient cause of
altsence. The kindly, loyal, hearty manner with
whioh comrades everywhere received me was n
pourcoof great gratification, nnd is with equal heart-
iness acknowledged.

"WOMAN'S BELIEF COItPS.

It has been my pleasure during tho past year to
meet the National Officers of the Womnn's Relief
Corps at Boston, nnd the officers of a number of ita
Departments. This organization has passed beyond
the stage of mere patronage or commendation. It
has become a settled auxiliary and recognized
agency of the Grand Army of tho Republic in nil
its work of beneficence. Its fame, whether for
good or ill, Is ours, nnd the proper administration
of its trusts nnd the accomplishment of its helpful
alms are to us, as well as to itself, matter of proper
concern.

Our professions and pledges have gono so far that
"breach of promise" would He if wo should now
attempt to ignore the bargain or a dutiful
performance of conditions. I do not think there is
nny wish to do thit, or cause to question the wisdom
of our past course toward the Corps. I have heard
good of it from all quarters; evil from Its
growth, both in individual membership and sub-
ordinate Corps, continues to bo satisfactory.

For the year ending March 31 last, there wero
added 12,671 new members and 416 Corjis, making
an aggregate at that date of 30,723 members and tSi$
Coras. The expenditure for charity during but
three quarters of the past year were (cash) 515,000.
How large a work, and how impossible of estimate
by money tokens. Is done by this organization out-
side of reported expenditures is easier to under-
stand than to describe.

I am glad, iu this connection, to find the oppor-
tunity to say in public a word of explanation with
re-pe- ct to our attitude toward other organizations
of women who seek to be useful to the Grand
Army. Reading the proclamation of the President
of United States, setting apart a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer, and recalling the fact
that there was no national recognition of that day
until our arms had won for all a Nation's place nnd
name, I conceived it to be a fit occasion on which
to commend to our fellow-citizen- s at large, nnd to
our comrades of the field who had not yet cast in
their lot with us. the organization, the purposes
und alms of the Grand Army of the Republic, and
especially the motives of charity and mercy which
so largely enter Into its operations.

In executing such a purpose it was of course im-
possible to omit mention of the Woman's Relief
Coriw. Acoordinirly. in General Orders. No. 9.
dated on Thanktgiving Day (Nov. 26, ias5). I ad-
dressed them "us the only recognized auxiliary of
the Grand Army of tho Republic" This particular
designation brought to National Headquarters
many inquiries nnd responses from the members
and friends of the Corps hearty thanks; from or-
ganizations not in alliance with tho Corps, and
from comrades nnd Posts in sympathy with them,
protests, and in ono case resolutions requesting
that the expression to which I havo alluded bo
withdrawn.

To those who have or will glvo attention to tho
record there can be no question that the National
Encampment has given its recognition to tho Wom-
an's Relief Cors, and that has remained silent
as to nny other organization: but I nm more than
glad to say that no won! or act of mine has been
Intended to belittle in the least the work nnd will
of by whatever name they be called, who
for love of our cause havo become to us sisters of
mercy and of charity.

SONS OF VETERANS.
Uncc due consideration ofa report made at Port-

land by a committee specially constituted at tho
annual incainpmciH to consider our ns

to tho "Sous of Veterans," it was resolved
to repeal all action giving the'official recognition of
tho National Encampment to that organization;
nevertheless tho interest felt was evidenced by
rccommcndingaconsolidption of nil their branches
Into one body, and wishing them "aodspecd In
their united uud patriotic labors."

It does not occur to mc'that there was mistake in
this action. It recognized tins ability und tho will
of the generation we ourselves havo sent to tho
front lo do the duty of natriotbun. and cuve to
them and to their work the blessing of tho heart of
the Grand Army. On yonr "bchnir I think I may
renew that benediction. It bas occurred to somo
that this organization of" Sous of Veterans" Is but
an Ideal tliat its basis is sentiment only,, nnd that
it might well be dropped out of our material nge ;
but within a recent period we have heard u voice
out of the past glorifying to tho car and commend-
ing, by all the motive there is in pride and resent-
ment, to tho heart of tho young present, not the
memory of its dead and living servants alone, but
tho cause itself over which wo seem to have
triumphed.

To the protest voiced Jiero and there tliat this
wns uitbcemly.nndathrcatngalnstthefuture peace,
apologists havo bedn ready with the soothing an-
swer Hint though the crowds wcro great nnd the
shouts were loud, it was Only sentiment. But sen-tif- nt

is a mainspring ofj human action ; under its
propulsion .faiths liavc trampled out other faiths,
and ward have TLtc the destruction of their
millions and to the pulling a7Klof Nations. We
repeat it whenever our ritual is rightly saidlhat
"eternal vigUsacais the prico or liberty." We shall
be none the less content vacate our posts if as we
fatl back through the tdiadov3-w- a sec that tho
Eicket-lin-

o Is still manned, and that the uniform Is
Let iu continue to our sons as we pass

along,
VETERANS RIGHTS UNION.

It was tho will of the last National Encampment
that the objects of the " Vcteraim' Rights Union," m

S

then existing in the States of New York and Penn-
sylvania, be recognized nnd indorsed to the fullest
extent, and the various Departments wero recom-
mended to " institute and perfect" similar organi-
zations. A committee was also constituted to pre-
sent the action of tho Encampment on thnt ques-
tion to the hends of Departments at Washington,
nnd urge observance of existing law giving prefer-
ence "for appointments to civil offices" to "per-
sons honorably discharged from the military and
naval servico by reason of disability resulting from
wounds or sickness incurred in the lino of duty."

The committee assembled nnd performed Its duty.
Tho commendatory action of the Encampment was
duly promulgated by General Order.

As to what may havo resulted from this action I
have no official knowledge. I am personally aware
that in one Department nn organization has been
effected. That tho National Encampment and the
Grand Army at largo is responsible for whatever
may have happened since its indorsement was so
unreservedly given, nnd for what may in the futuro
happen through tho instrumentality of the Union,
is undoubtedly true; this every comrade should
understand.

The situation is anomalous. For the transaction
of n busbies requiring the greatest possible tact;
trenching dangerously near to the line of partisan
interest; peculiarly open to the imputation of sor-
did motive nnd end, we have given the loan of our
great name and greater influence, without retain-
ing the power in the prosecution of the ends pro-
posed to name one of the agents, to supervise any
of the plans, to call for a report, or to know whatis
cither purposed or accomplished either for or
against our peace or honor.

I submit It to you that there ought to be definition
and determination of the extent to which you are
willing to stand sponsor for tho Union. The time
to do this is before there shall have been serious
complaint, and before the upproaching political
contests sliall be joined, into which our enemies
will wish to thrust us, and with which indiscreet
friends will be sure to entangle us if afforded but
tho shadow of an opportunity.

PENSIONS.

Your Committee on Pensions will on their own
behalf make report upon tho condition and pros-
pects of legislation on tho subject with which they
arc charged.

I desire to acknowledge the ability and Industry
with which they have discharged their duties, and
to bear witness that failure thus far to realize all of
our just expectations is through no fault or neglect
of theirs. There are certain general matters of
which I may take note without trenching too far
on the committee a ground, failure to accomplish
all we aim for, seems at times to blot out the mem-
ory of the great things worthy of our country that
have been done.

We nrc citizens ns well as veterans, we are sharers
in the responsibilities, in the glory, in the shame, if
shame there be, as well as in the benefits that may
flow from wise legislation and just administration.
I think thnt, in spite of all failures we may lament,
our country has been so great in her generous
justice on this very subject of pensions, that it is
due wo acknowledge it. if but by a statement on
our records of the simple aggregates of payment
made nnd the nnmber of the beneficiaries.

The whole number of persons, who, on account
of the war of the rebellion, have been borne npon
the pension rolls in the period from ISol to June 3,
18., is 56I.SS1.

The whole nmount paid to these persons during
that period is SS30.S40.020. 18.

By the courtesy of Comradclilock, Commissioner
of Pensions. I am able to state In advance of the
general publication of the result of operations for
the period that for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1B36, there were issued 81,422 pension certitirutes.that
for the month ofJune alone there were issued 10,375
certificates, and tliat for the same fiscal year the
payments were S63.717.3s0.

The new names added to tho rolls foot up 43,166,
of which 2,314'wcro restoration.

These are great results, and whilst they In no wise
turn us aside from pursuing our further just and
temperate demands, they should end unjust and
captious criticism whether aimed against the
administration of tho law or the law itself.

Our Inst Encampment renewed its recognition of
the value to our comrades of tho work of the
"Army and Navy Survivors' Division of the Pen-
sion Office," and directed that.ii general order issuo
explaining the nature nnd vnlue of tho work done,
and iuviting tho active of all.

General Orders, ..V. &, current series, was Issued.rt.a '...not to uiun an csrncsi wisn, jiuiil IUUlL L JLU mondal. am in recenttin 4ttvi nfe Ifttnr frnm (2unmminnir which bt

refuse

none.

the

it

nny, may

It
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tirinted in the reportof tho Adjutant-Genera- l, which
steles that not more than 70 per cent, of our Posts
havo yet been heard from on this subject, and urg-
ing active measures to induce the delinquents to
send forward their lists. Too much cannot be said
In praise of this instrumentality. The name and
post-offic- e addresses of over 700,000 and
sailors have been gathered by it and so arranged
with reference to service and organization ns to be
at the call of any inquirer. To quote from the Com-
missioner's letter. "Durincr the Dast 12 months
23,302 cases have been supplied with lists of officers
and enlisted men, and In many hundreds of these
the whole cose has hinged upon the evidence of one
man, and we frequently find that the one missing
link has been waited and searched for, perhaps, for
years." For the benefit ofapplicants 1 14,970 names
and addresses have been furnished the past year.

In response to inquiries sent through National
Headquarters more than 1,300 addresses have been
found uud furnished. I havo several times visited
this Division of the Pension Office and been shown
the proofs that again and again the meritorious
cases of comrades which bad lain for years unde-
cided, or perhaps rejected, have been rescued from
abandonment and finally allowed through resort to
its files.

I beg to impress upon the Encampment that
every name furnished Is a good work done, and
thnt the neglect of any l'ost to do this easy nnd
costless duty is greatly to be regretted. The es-
tablishment of Nutioual Headquarters at Washing-
ton naturally suggested to many comrades, whose
cases were delayed, nn appeal for aid to the Comma-

nder-in-Chief; such appeals came in large num-
ber, nnd they wcro laid before tho Comrade Com-
missioner with such suggestion or request as
seemed right.

I have pleasure in saying that all such cases re-
ceived the most prompt attention, for which my
obligations are due and heartily tendered.

You will allow me one further suggestion on this
general subject: We strive with all good faith to
keop a wide distance between all our Grand Army
concerns and partisan political action or alliances.
It is inevitable that whenever wc interest ourselves
through any of our acknowledged agencies in
pending or proposed legislation, we should be
subjected to criticism, and by the thoughtless or
malignant charged with violating our known pro-
fessions on that subject. Happily we have thus far
escaped giving cause for just complaint. The de-
liverances of the National Encampment and tho
efforts of its Committee on Pensions have been so
wholly devoted to the carrying into effect of exist-
ing law, or the enactment of new legislation nec-
essary to make good the plain bargain that there
should be indemnity for disability incurred or re-
sulting from the service, nnd so free from any ap
pearance oi seeming to set a price on patriotism,
that as a rule the good faith of our acta nnd pur-nos- es

has been admitted.
Heretofore our efforts have been to get legisla-

tion ; we are threatened now with n situation that
compels us to deprecate some that is proposed pro-
fessedly in our interest.

Iu view of the lnrgc sums that would be required
to satisfy measures of pension legislation whose
passage is now almost assured it has Men pro-
posed in the lower House to add to every such bill
n taxing clause by which shall be raised the money
necessary to discharge the debt created. The
source from which this unusual proposition comes
makes It seem serious. It is not necessary that the
motive of the proposal be nt all called in question;
presuming it to be patriotic nnd well intended it Is
all the more to be watched and defeated. The
Pension Committee, perceiving the danger, ad-
dressed me their letter of July 1, 1SS6, to which I
gave currency in General Order, No. 21, current
scries. I think it a fit subject for the action of the
Encampment by way of petition or protest. Such
a policy would be an end of legislation. It would
call into activity upon every bill for the benefit of
pensioners, or thojc who should bo pensioned, the
antagonistic views on taxation nnd revenue which
have divided the economists of the worldinto hos-
tile camps for 500 years, and which, since the fram-
ing of our Constitution, have been the chief eco-
nomic differences lying at the root of party politics
in this country ; but if the plan could succeed, and
the particular property of our fellow-citizen- s on
which the levies in our favor were to be made sin-
gled out, it would be a most ungracious thing to do.
Why set the veteran nt a sido table, whilst all his
fellow-citizen- s gather at an unstinted board? Why
compel each taxpayer to know just what ho con
tributes to a given pension fund, and arm him. if
unfriendly, with a receipt to be flaunted in the
faces of beneficiaries he never liked? Why, for the
first time in all our history, nnd against our best
traditions, create a class by-la- and why make
the maimed bodies nnd unwelcome necessities of
our unfortunate comrades tho xt lor political dis-
course, whether by demagog ostntcsman.

Self-respe- ct will justify a sturuy protest, and our
united voice will win attention.

STATE PROVISION.

Thinking H matter of interest to gather the facts
showing wliat has been done by the States in aid
of veterans of tho war, their widows and orphans,
on tho IStli of May last I asked the several Govern-
ors to supply tho necessary data. The information
received hits been carefully abstracted and will .be
published as an appendix to this address The
record is most honorable.

MEMORIAL DAY.

The occurrence, the present year, of Memorial
Day on the first day of the week, commonly called
Sunday, brought to the National Headquarters
many complaints against the provision of our rules
which in such case p escribes that our observances
shall lake place on the following Monday; "except
wber. hy legal enactment the precedls? day is
made a legai iHdav." There was a very generalthough not unaiilnrbu-,- ii, expressed that Satur-
day tie made the day of oo.vanee ja ume
localities Saturday was observed, noiwutiatajading
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the rulo to the contrary, and in a few cases against
tho clear letter of our law and to tho disquiet of
many comrades and friends Posts held their serv-
ices on Sunday. We shall all agree thut nothing
should be left undone to insure the most harmo-
nious nnd perfect discharge of the dntles of that
day. To me, and I believe to mnny of you. nnd to
a vast throng of our fellow.cilizens, it will seem
that there is not n purpose or thing connected
with the ceremonial doings of Memorial Day that
is not in tune with the highest ideals of the Sab-
bath entertained either by the reasonable Christian
or the eager devotee; but there is n minority of
our most sincere friends to whom nny departure
from the old paths seems a cause of stumbling and
offense, and for their sakes, as well as out of re-
spectful deference and gratitude to those nustercly
just men who, with the Puritan Sabbath, gave us
ns well tho liberty of law as distinguished from the
liberty of anarchy, we can find it an agreeable duty
to so amend our law as that neither the observ-
ances themselves nor preparation for them shall
trench on tho Lord's Day. Amendments to our
rules which will accomplish this end have been
duly proposed. I commend them for favorable
action.

It Is my mo9t grateful task now to report thnt
never since the happy inspiration enmo upon the
Grand Army to set apart a day for tho honor of our
dead comrades has Memorial Day been so fully,
so heartily, and so reverently observed as upon the
occasion of its latest celebration. In all plncea in
the always loyal States where the duat of our dead
is gathered, there came the tread of their eomnidcs
to testify their undying fraternity; and there eaine
ns well the throng of fellow-citizen- s, the old who
remembered the strife and the young who had
learned its lessons, to signify for themselves nnd
for their country their sense of tho service done.
In the earlier days we anxiously asked eaoh other
the question, whether this ceremonial would out-
last the Grand Army; whether, when none of the
veteran host were left to lead the column to tho
tombs, there would be any to take up the mareh?
I think the manifestly growing interest exhibited
from year to year justifies the belief that another
holiday has been permanently added to tho calen-
dar, and that so long as men love liberty tho song
of the birds in Spring shall be summons to this Na-
tion to gather the flowers and bestow them in bless-
ing on the graves of our dead.

IN MEMOBIAM.

During the past year the Great Reaper has gath-
ered from our Grand Army field 3,020 com-
rades. To us, because of that relation of fraternity
which binds each to tho other and all to each, and
so forms the brotherhood which is the Grand
Army of the Republic, the vacant place of him,
unknown beyond his squad in war and nameless
outside the village limit where he died, leaves as
great a rent in our dissolving ranks as does the
departure of that few each from his place for
whom all bells give forth their muffled sound, and
whose names are on all men's lips. Assembled in
National Encampment, and representing all who
live, I know that you will lend me your hearts and
bid me speak from them a farewell salutation to
such and all who, since we last assembled, have
taken shelter in

"Those low green tents
Whose curtains never outward awing."

But we have our prides, and it is our pleasure to
testify our respect, our admiration, and our venera-
tion for some special names who were comrades of
the field or are bound to us by the ties of this great
association.

The second General Order which it fell to my lot
to issue announced the death of Past Commander--

the Rev. William Eamsliaw. He was tho
seventh in the order of election and service of your
Commanders-in-Chie- f; he Is the third to be called
away. It was not my pleasure to know him per-
sonally, but from those who had associations with
him the verdict Is that he was a just (pan and true,
who, serving God in His ministry, selected a field
of labor which brought him among his less fortu-
nate comrades, and that with all faithfulness be
sought their happiness whilst living, and with
equal devotion consoled their dying hour. It will
be the duty and pleasure of the Encampment to
give proper expression to our regrets for the loss of
this comrade.

M'CLEIXAN, HANCOCK, GRANT.

Tho year has been singular for its closing of great
accounts. Of the commanders of the matchless
Army of the Potomac all now are gone. It is yet a
great host. It is a host on either side of the star-li- t.

linerbut the standards of the leadcri"are all' Be-

yond. Lost of all to sheathe his sword at the call of
the r" was him who shaped its first
rude mass into that finished blade which, though
sometimes beat down, yet never lost its edge or
temper, and under whose blow at last the greatest
of the leaders and of the armies of the rebellion
S lbmitted to the mercy of their outraged country.
I shall do the greatest honor of which lam capable
to the memory of our comrade. George B. McClel-la- n,

if I but remind you that they who composed
the armies he commanded through success and in
adversity loved his person, believed in his patriot-
ism, and trusted his leadership.

I may mention another of this year's harvest. He
was not one of the Commanders of the Army of the
Potomac, but he was the soldier whose presence
told his comrades that more than the knightly
glories of ancient days lived again to lead their col-
umn. He wits the right arm, the flaming sword,
the first and last reliance m every supreme hour
of ttiose wno did command

If in that far-o- ff future of prophetic promise.
when "wars shall be uo more, when all tho long
past shall be forgot or seem to be only fable, some
Pbydias of his day shall seek: to fashion from the
marble the very armor of a warrior soul, to show
his fellows in the speaking stone the very front and
mien of battle, his inspired hand will chisel out the
face and form of Winfield Scott Hancock.

In the first hour of the Encampment assembling
at Portland, your eager hearts dictated the dispatch
of words of profound sympathy to our suffering
and dying comrade. Ulysses S. Grant, tho late
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Armies of the United
States. Before another month passed by he had
joined the company of the dead, by whom the door
of life is opened, and his name wns shining on the
rollcf the immortals which the thanks of the res-
cued, the homage of all who love liberty, and the
gratitude of an unbroken country hath rendered
fadeless forever.

How grand the concourse, how unmatched the
throng, how worthy of him and of his country was
that funeral train which bore his body to the place
of rest, some of you saw and all havo heard.

It seemed to me that I might well on that occa-
sion, in company with the National Staff, take
place officially at tho head of such Departments
and comrades as might assemble.

Accordingly, the banner which symbolizes the
authority of the National Encampment, draped for
a comrade aa well as for the greatest and best-lov- ed

soldier and citizen of his age. was carried at the
front of your column on that memorable day.

The position assigned to the Grand Army in the
line of march wns most honorable, and at its close
it was our happiness to hear pronounced by tho
comrades of l'ost No. 1, of Philadelphia, of which
he was a member, those last farewells contained in
onr simple ritual for the dead.

GBANT MEMORIAL FCXD.

There is no testimony to tho strengthening forco
of our institutions upon theself-relian- t,

individuality of the citizen greater than that
evidenced by voluntary association, nnd .some mea-
sure of proud self-sacrifi- for tho accomplishment
of purposes dear to him. which in other Innds would
be considered the solo duty of the State. Individual
gratitude. State pride and National honor hnve
combined through all the ages, in lands Christian
and Pagan, to set, up, but by the hand of authority,
mementoes of their heroes dead.

The mounds of mother earth, heaped and shaped
by the toll of men. which hero and there dot our
land, testify that the myriad feet who trod our
shores in the ages all forgot felt this inspiration.
There is no more touching melody in bronze than
that statue of Abraham Lincoln, with its bund
stretched out-i- blessing over tho head of a kneel-
ing slave, from whom the shackles have just fallen
off, paid for out of the first money earned by the
emancipated race.

The Society of the Army of the Cumberland, by
its contributions, hnve erected to their best-love- d

leader. Gen. Geo. II. Thomas, an equestrian statue
at the cost of 550,000.

To Gen. James D. McPherson the Society of tho
Army of the Tennessee has raised a like memorial
at the cost of $23,500.

Upon the death of our Comrade Grant, the noble
spirit of commemoration wns evoked in many parts
of our land.

In several jurisdictions municipal and individual
efforts were put forth to obtain the means necessary
for raisiugsome token of admirauon and gratitude.
At the place of his interment proposals for a monu-
ment, grand nnd costly, were put forth, and ai
association was organized for prosecuting the work
of collection.

It seemed to many of our discreet comrades, ns it
did to me. that over and above any other associa-
tion of citizens the Grand Army of the Republie
would find it in its heart and in accord with its just
pride and purpose, on behalfof Its individual mem-
bership and on behalf of its organized whole, to set
up nt the National Capital, where resides tho ma-
jesty of tlio whole people, n memorial of Grant
that should be worthy of him and worthy of them-
selves, and thnt should thus weave together in
death the fame they together won in life.

I accordingly, on the 1 Ith day of September, 18S5
issued Circular No. 1, Inviting, in terms that are
familiar to you, the of my comrades
for the end proposed. At its first meeting tho Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Council of Administra-
tion gave the proposed plan its approval. Not
without a feeling: of regret, I was soon made aware
that in some quarters it was felt that this movement
might bo detrimental to the success of other wishes
and purposes. I thought the Grand Army could
wait, withholding all occasion for offense. Except,
therefore, the distribution of blank lists for the
reeordcf tho names of contributing comrades, no
special efforts iihts been made to collect the fund;
bet, notwithstanding, 31 Dopr.rluwnta have con-
tributed $1,627.86. This, though not great fn amount,
is a noble beginning for a noble purpose. Best of
all, it is the heart offering of 30,83! comrades, whose
feet know the roads over which he led them to
vietory, and whose kearts were sore when ho died.

Your attention fa Invito! (o the statement of iho
account as furnished by tho Qimrtornnwler-GciHirnl- .

There is no reason now, substantial or flntf-ment- al,

why tlio proposed work should' not go
forward. I have it from th lips of his oldest born
that the proposal meets the hearty concurrence of
those who In lifa wero nearest nnddenresttohim.
There nro no enoumbrnnces of plan or method to
stnnd in tho way of this National Enonmpuienb
taking and molding the work to ita will. To. that
end I refrained from appointing tho committee pro-
posed in the eiroulac to determine, upon plan and
place and methods.

Wo applaud tho fitness of tho work of theSo-eleti- es

of the Army of tho Tennessee nnd tfee Cum-
berland in doing honor to themselves by honoring
their Mcpherson and Thorn.". Tho Grand Army
of tho Republie, tho great whole of all tho conquer-
ing host. (Mil find nowhere on the roll of &mm .tname fit for their garland save only his who com-
manded all, and to whom at last camo tho koiuugo
of every he-ar- t.

Out of your surplus mnd you conld well add to
the good beginning already made, and thus send
out wilmyour invitation for renewed effort by tLo
Posts tho proofe of hearty

I commoml this work of love to you.

Comrades, it ta no smnll thing to havo stood iyyour ultoice at the bund of the fcJmnd Antra ot" JJto
Republic. Uniquo In oonueption, tttu&Wfou In
nohievomont tl:e breath of patriotism, th color-gua- rd

of liberty, and the very bulwark of one My
and law no history of this great ago wMl fco i

without kirgs spaeo devoted khoelmatKm
of the lesson the mere existence of auob an hvi.. j-ti- on

tenches. I have not been able to ntktaH ;'"t io
lb glory, but by your help I have sumhsh-- i. .,y
striven to maintain it in its high, ptnoa; ltUt.i --
ards have not been lowered.

All as God wills, a little more than H$ yaw ,. a,
on these plains and In iheae valleys. Hie thtwotwd
servants of tho martyr ehurchgnthored lh t..w..-in- g

nntivea under consecrated domett, dkh!- - a
them the snored sign, and taught their feettowwercit
in tune with the vesper beiM. They drunk the iiie
of glndness from vines they had taught their dark-skinn- ed

Neophytes to dross, they voieod their
thanksgivings to the Most High, that, m they
thought, they had added another to the Christian
peoples who should forever "walk before tho
Lord." We know they only taught the tribes to
sing their funeral song nnd shrived a people for ita
burial. The requiem was not quite sung oat w bea
the purpose whioh sought to wrest from Mdco
territory fit for the empiroof slnvery began hrta-c-o.

shape. Its hope nnd expectation were fixed spua
this shore as well ns upou the Rio Grande: bntienb
of tho shining sands, out of its hiding pluca, sliieo
ever nature gave it birth, sprang the gleam and
tho lure of the gold, and the rushing feet of free-
men trampled out alike the remnant of tlio nnamufe
race and dommntion, and broke in fragment tho
conspiracy against liberty. The victory of tho men.
of l&IS-'- 9, which gnve to California tho statu nf a,
free State, set in full play those antagonism which
made Abraham Lincoln President of these United
States, called Grant and Sherman and nil the grand
company whoso remnant wo are. to do battle for
their country, and sent the echo of tho song of
freedom from 4,000,000 of mouths to gladden all tho
winds thnt blow.

Hail. California! It was not ordained that thy
cloudless skies should mirror from valley, field or
minu the toiler under the hush, but that thy sua
should kiss forever only tho daughters of the free
We who were the hand of Providence to mnk
sure this great consummation, standing within
your gates and catching the notes of your gladnero.
win sing togetuer our country s anthem, and be-
lieve that its echo shall be as fadeless as those im
perial dyes which gild your mountain-tops- .

.UnjTANT-GENEKAX.'- S KEPOBX.
Below are tho principal featnres1 of tho an

nnal reportof Adjutant-Gener- al Camoron.aoraft.
of the tabular and other details boing omitted t

Heado.'H3 Grand Abmy of the Bzronuc,
WAsnisGTOS, D. C. July 15, l&SC.

S. 3. Bckdett, Commander-in-Chie- f, Grand Army
of the Republic.
Comrade: I have the honor to submit tho follow

ingreportof the operations of the Adjutant-General- 's

office, and of the membership and condition
of the Order foe the pasVyear.

The strength of tho Grand Army of the Republic
in good standing, as shown by official returns foe
quarter ending March 31, 1885, was 33 Departments,
5,026 Posts, and 280,604 members.

On March 31. 1880, 38 Deo5(rtmenta reported 5,755
Posts and 295,337 memberin good standing, a net
gain for the year of 739 Posts and 25,0-1- members.

The following table shows the strength of tho
several Departments and tlio gains of eaoh in Posts,
nnd membership between March 31. 18S5, nnd March
31,1836:

NUMBER OF POSTS AND MEMBERS.

Departments.

Arkansas......
California-.- ..
Colorado..--..
Connecticut
Dakota .........
Delaware
Florida.........
GuIC. ....m.....
Illinois.....
Indiana.......
Iowa.. ... ...
Kansas
Kentucky ........
Maine -
Massachusetts--,
Maryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri... .. ....
Montana
Nebraska-...-..
New Hampshirel
New Jersey-.- ..
New Mexico....
New York
unto... ...........
Oregon
Pennsylvanin-Potomn- c.

Bhode Island.-.- ..
Tenn. and Go..
Texas .-- ...

Utah
Vermont
Virginia--. ....... .
"Wash. Ter.......
West Virginia.
Wisconsin

Totals- -

Marchi3r
1885...

o

in

mu
l

450
.WW

34$

lOtt
ISO!
3

SOSl

I2CI
1761

ia
121

81
93!

5-i-l

188

176
lot
m
30

9
86
16
18
22!

lei1

2

2- -

510t
31-lff- l

s Maol

WW
2.1M

313
120
322

10,773
10.137
16,720
17.032

070
8,07

1010
2,275

11.607
5,U
7.W2

311
4.360
1.320
5,713

28--

31,377
27.161

817
3J.112

1.77--1

1.290
1,037

288
258

3,511
711
822
667

8,126

Total toss-- -

1

Gains"
3Jarch 31; L since

18SGI IM0I1. 3X.

S6
98
7-- 1

113
12
10
5

160
404
411
369

39
145
1881
36

330
146
255

14
200
85

100
11

584
581

30
514

101
17
40
11
11
93
19
26
37

188

il'
.a

2Gi
22.6HU
18.J171

Total

two;

t Ui
3
3

164 14
4.7IC 37i

23i 3i
5,310 l&j

2.&ISJ 1

699 ii
4
1

40

lG,5GGi 23
17.4KH 21!

1.J5II 20$
3.9GH

18.105 3
2.17

17,386? 31
6.S4IV20 .

9,230 78
4241 3

4,925t76
4.6W 4
6.1671 7

311, 3
33,91)01 40
31,720$ 93

97dt 4
33,531 ( 38

1,731
1,786
1,396

186
322

3,?61
742
817

141

1
101

720 15!

8,974 24

5,(K0269.691,r5,765l295,337789 26,680

BECAPIXULATION.

Members stauding March 18S5......269,G94
Gained muster... 60,95
Gained by transfer- -
Gained reinstatement-.- .. ........2S,232
Gained by delinquent reports

................. 102.18S

Aggregate., HMMMMtMIIMImH
Loss by .....v. 3.020
Loss honorable discharge- - 2,285
Loss by dishonorable disehurge 4S3
Loss by transfer...... 8,510:
Loss by suspension ................5116
Loss by delinquent reports................... 849

standing 18S6.295,33r

number remaining suspended--,
Total delinquent rcporw.............
Number of reported 31, 18S5......
Number of reported 31, 188G

membership during the year (in
y,ooc ociiiitiin J5.- -

Net gain the year- - .........

o
a
3

23
1S7

445
764
1ST
85

2,91a

331
833

897
1,597

80
556
297
454
57

2,583
4,259

150
1019
"490
309

323
31

53
518

in good 3,
by

6,191
by ........

9,047
Total gain .

deatli
by

'

.371,830

Members in good March 31,

number of
Posts Mtirch
Posts March

Netgnin in

in Posts during

1,880

1,343

76,51

27.412?,
3,758
3,026
5,76

25,6i.
73

Tho losses by delinquent reports are the aggre-
gate membership of each Post which have not sea
their returns to the Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l.

It is safe to say thnt if thu proper officers of these
Posta had reported, (and there is nottho slightest
reason why they should not have done so, except
carelessness, inefficiency, and violation of obliga-
tion,) the number remaining in good standing: im-
ported to you would bo 299,087.

IN MEMQRIAM.

Apoet has said that in individual life wo rise "oa.
steppingstonesofour dead selves to higher things,"
and the Republic rises on the glorious achieve-
ments of its dead and living heroes to a higher aa4
nobler national life.

.Reports for tho year show that 3,020 comradw '

have been mustered out by death.
Total number reported from July, 1871, to Marok

31,1886 13,013
" So live thnt when thy summons comes to join

Tho innumerable caravan which moves
To that mysterious realm where each shall tak.
His chamber in tho silent halls of death.
Thou go not, Ilka the quarry slave at night.
Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained oaL

soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave
Like one that wraps tho drapery of his couch"
About him and lies down to pleasant dreams."

IN AID Off THE DESTITUTE.
"Think nut the. good.

The gentle deeds of mercy, thou hast donu
Shall die forgotten all ; the poor, the. helpless,
The fatherless, tho friendless, and the widow.
Who daily own the bounty of thy hand.
Shall cry to heavru, r.r.d pull a blessing on tba.'

Tho following shows the nmount reported. as (,
pended by each Department during the past yw


